Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 8th February 2012 at 7.30 pm

Cathaoirleach: 
      Councillor Michael Farrelly
Other Members:
Councillors: Leonard Hatrick, Dolores Minogue, Fintan Malone, Pearse McGeough, Jim Tenanty, Mary Kavanagh, Finnan McCoy, Padraig McKenny.


       Officials:
      Joe McGuinness, Town Manager

Miriam Roe, Town Clerk

Sean O’Reilly, Act’g Senior Executive Engineer

James McConnell, Civil Defence Officer

John Caffrey, Ardee Traders Assoc

Paul Whateley, Ardee Traders Assoc

---------------------------------------

MINUTE 07/12

Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 18th January 2012 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Kavanagh, seconded by Cllr Hatrick.

MINUTE 08/12
Matters Arising

Cllr Farrelly requested a written report from Cllrs McCoy and Minogue following on from their meeting with Minister Reilly.  Cllr McCoy gave a verbal account of the meeting to the Members.

MINUTE  09/12

James McConnell, Civil Defence Officer gave a presentation to the members regarding the work of Civil Defence.  It is proposed to hold classes in Ardee and would be encouraging new members, especially young people, to join.  Anyone over 16 years of age is welcome.

Cllr Malone thanked Civil Defence on behalf of those involved in the Save St Josephs march.
Cllr McKenny asked if there was any cross border co-operation.  James McConnell responded by saying that they hoped to formalise matters with a memorandum of understanding.

Cllr Minogue invited Civil Defence to make a presentation to the youth club.
MINUTE 10/12
Pay Parking

John Caffrey and Paul Whately made a presentation on behalf of Ardee Traders.  They outlined their position and circulated copies of their presentation to all present. 

The Cathaoirleach thanked the representatives for their submission.  A discussion followed:

· J McGuinness referred the members to the previous ATC meeting and report.  No comments on Skip or Car Park Bye Laws were received.  

· Consideration will be given to Carers Permits,  

· 1 zone at 60c per hour.  

· Hours of operation 9.30 to 5.30 Mon-Fri and 9.30 to 1.00 on Saturday

· Decision to be made by members on William St and Boat Trench

· Commitment given that money raised through pay parking will be spent in Ardee.

· Professional assistance to improve retail trade and encourage /fund initiatives such as promotional activities, Wi Fi facilities in the town centre etc which would bring people into Ardee

Taking into consideration the Traders submission, 2hrs free parking cannot be enforced/managed.

A discussion followed regarding the amended proposals.  The members sympathised with the Traders and asked if there was a possibility of considering a period of free parking, either 1 or 2 hours.  All present agreed that Ardee Town Council would support and facilitate the Traders wherever possible.  However, it was noted that a number of the premises listed by the Traders as vacant were either derelict or not open in many years.

J McGuinness reiterated that monies raised in Ardee would be spent in Ardee and the result of less money being generated could result in the increase in rates, which no one wanted to see happen.  He also agreed to explore pricing mechanisms.

It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McGeough and seconded by Cllr Tenanty that Joe McGuinness arrange a ‘workshop’ between ATC Members and representatives of the Traders association with a facilitator to further the discussion on incentivising business in the town.  A deadline of 3 months was agreed.

It was also agreed to defer the decision on Boat Trench and William Street to a later meeting to give the councillors time to consider all the implications of their decisions.

MINUTE 11/12
Nettuno

Cllr Farrelly outlined the list of events over St Patricks Weekend.  Accommodation is booked and meals booked in local restaurants.  Due to budget constraints Cllrs were collecting the Nettuno delegates in their own vehicles.  A trip to Newgrange is organised for Monday and Oldbridge on Sunday.  There will be a tree planting ceremony at the convent at 10.30 on St Patrick’s day.  The Cathaoirleach will pay for meals for the delegates; any Councillor who wishes to attend any of the meals will pay for themselves.  The schools are now in contact with each other.

Councillors wishing to visit Nettuno were asked to put their names forward at the next meeting.  Visit will be 4-7th May.

It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McGeough and seconded by Cllr Tenanty that €2,500 be given to St Patricks Day parade.

Town Clerk to bring figures to next meeting regarding budget remaining for Donations/Contributions.
MINUTE 12/12

Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· Monaghan Town Council – Noted.
Correspondence
· Kerry County Council – Seminar,    Noted.

· LAMA – Spring Seminar – Noted

MINUTE 13/12

Any Other Business

Development at Mulladrillan – Cllr Malone informed the members that permission was granted for a scaled down development despite An Board Pleanalas inspector’s recommendation to refuse.  Concerns regarding water pressure etc were also raised by the members.

Cllr Tenanty asked what would happen to the sports field promised to Square Utd now.  Cllr McCoy responded that he hoped to get HSE lands at St Brigids hospital for this. Cllrs stated that this land was already zoned for a new school. 
Barrier at William St/N2/John Street Junction   - Cllr McCoy raised an issue about the newly erected barriers at this junction. He questioned the location of same.  S O’Reilly stated that this matter had been brought before the members on numerous occasions at previous meetings and it was agreed by the members present to proceed with the erection of the railings at this junction at the Special meeting that was held on 27th September, 2011 to discuss pay parking.

Cycle Lane and Footpath at Drogheda Road ​ - Cllr McCoy stated that the footpath and cycle lane from the Boys School to the petrol station was dangerous.  S O’Reilly disagreed and stated that once again the construction of the footpath was raised on numerous occasions at previous meetings. 

The works were carried out on foot of requests made by public representatives and members of the public to facilitate the children/pedestrian traffic walking from the school to the shop in the petrol station. Others members present agreed and commended the works that were carried out.

BMX Ramp  / Skateboard Ramp -  Cllr Minogue enquired as to the possibility of installing same in the fairgreen adjacent to the all weather pitch.  Town Clerk to contact Mary Browne, LSP Co-Coordinator with regard to same.

Rally ​ - Cllr McGeough expressed thanks to the people who supported the Save St Josephs Rally and commended all on their good manners.

Cllr Farrelly asked the members for approval to attend a meeting with John Rafferty and Minister Reilly on 15th February.  This was approved on the proposal of Cllr McGeough and seconded by Cllr Tenanty.

Dog Fouling -  It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty and seconded by Cllr McKenny to write to Louth County Council to request the Litter Warden patrol the town and fine anyone caught breaking the law.

Septic Tank Charge -  It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Kavanagh and seconded by Cllr McKenny that Ardee Town Council write to Minister Hogan to seek clarification on the Septic Tank Charge including what the criteria is for assessing same.

Abolishon of Town Councils – Cllr Tenanty brought to the members attention a statement from Minister Hogan regarding Town Councils.  

Use of Fairgreen -  A request had been made to use the fairgreen to facilitate the Presidential visit on 4th March to mark the start of National Tree Week.  This was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McCoy and seconded by Cllr McKenny.

Signed:_________________________    Dated:___________________


   Cathaoirleach

